Crop.and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin 51

<. - BART VIL,

Farm Marketing and Level of Living

~wocation for Marketing

The farmers of King County enjoy onc of the best geographic locations in
the state for marketing agricultural products, The area is approximately in
ihe center of the western bhalf of the state in the middle portion of Puget
Sound, The county itself and the City of Seattle have an estimdted 1955 popus
lation of 773,000, the largest market 1n the state, Within a radius of 75 -
miles from the central point of King County there are about 1,150,000 people,
ore of the major food markets of the. Pacific Coast, ‘

Transportation

) Transportation facilities for moving the farm products to the city markets
sre excellent, Close location to major transcontinental and coast-wise raile
roads and highways as well as to seaports make it possible for the Tarm Pros
duction in King County to-move in all directions t6 major, local, regional,
national and overseas markets in Alaska and other‘Pacific Ocean areaSs

Rail freight service is available by six railroads: Northern Pacific,
Great Northern, Union Pacific; Scuthern Pacific, Seattle~Portland and Spokane,
and Chicago, ifilwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific, Mainlines and branch lines of
these railroads traverse all the important farming valleys and have numerous
loading spurs in such localities as Auburn, Kent, Renton, Snoqualmie and
Issaguah, -

Good highways allow heavy use of motor trucks to move farm products to
fresh markets and to processing plants, With a total of 2,486 miles of roads
King County ranks second among Washington counties, It has 126 miles of hard-
surfaced roads of concrete and asphalt materials, XAn additional 1,1h1 miles
are of gravel, About 95 percent of the entire.road system can be used year=
round for trucking of crops, hay, livestoclk, poultry and forest products,
Cross=state and transcéntinental roads, U,S. 10 through Snoqualmie Pass, and
U,S. 2 through Stevens Pass provide excellent access over the Cascades to mare
kets in the Wenatchee, Yakima, and Columbia DPasin areas, as well as to the
central market areas in Seattle, ' '

Air freight and sea-going ship services for certain farm specialties mare=
keted in Alaska, Hawaii and the eastern United States are conveniently close
The major airport-=-The Seattle~Tacoma International Airporte-is midway between
the two large Puget Sound cities. Farmers exporting certain items such as
flowers; eggs, poultry, and other specialties are near three good portSm=e
Seattle, Tacoma and Everebt. -

Income, Value of Products Sold

Census of Agriculture data on the value of farm products sold show that
gross income has been on a general uptrend in recent yeargs All King County
farmers marketed $1),,875,291 worth of_agrioultural products in 1Shl, a year of
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peak war-time demand, compared with $17,735,289 in 1954, Since 194h the gross
anmiel sales have risen to about $3,000,000 more per year, Sales vary coll-
siderably by forms according to Census flgures for 195L, There were 156 farms
15 195k wish sales over $25,000 and:-L50 forms sold between $10,000 and $25,000
worth of farm products, There were 371 part-time and residential farms with
sales of less than $1,200, Nearly two-thirds of the farme erumerated in the
_Census werw classified .as non-gcommercial with 1little or no income reported from
farm products, ‘ o : : : :

* “Animel and animsl products made up 68 percent of the total value of farm
products spld in 1954, Dairy products such a§ wholemilk -and butterfat sold
.from farms accounted for over one~fhird:of the total farm income and poultry
and poultry products for over one~fifth of the total, ~Field crops were sece
ondary in the total farm income, being surpassed by horticultural specialties
and vegetaocles, All crops sold made up about oneé~third of the commercial farm
income, L o

) VKing Sounty farm income rank,a high ambng Washingt.ox; counties, It stands
_£ourth in income received from gales. of livestock and livestock products and
fifteenth from all cropss In value of dairy products it is secend, and in

sales 'of poultry. is first, ahaad?-‘ai%'iw_hgt_c'om,‘ Pierce end lewis Ccuntiaes, .

Potal Volue of Farm Products Sold in 195l 17,735,289
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Fig;ui'e_lz.- Soﬁrceé of Ga;gh Iné"c;;ag, Pierce County Farms, 195k,
Source: U,S, Census, Agriculturs, 195k,



e

Crop and Livestoc!: Reperting Sérvice Bulletin 53

. Marketing to Food Processors and Distributors

Most of the farm products are marketed in the immediate area to_prbcessors
and distributors located in Seattle and its satellite cities, Cannery and

:;”frozen pack plants Llocated in Auburn, Kent and Seattle handle a large volume
. of commercial-crops, A large camnery of a national firm located in Kent pro-
messes green beans and other vegetables. There are three food canning plants,

L

. four freezing plants and nearly a dozen food specialty processor piants vithin
“ the Seatfle city limits. Food processing.plants for.making pickles, salad.

dressings, and préserves “are located in Kent, Auturn, Seattle and Enumclaw,

' Plants which buy, pack, dnd ship horticvltural specialties include florist

wholesalers in Kent and Seattle, a mushroom packer in Lake City, and wholesalers
of vegetables, berries, sour cherries and bulbs in other major King County
cities, '

" Marketing of Dairy Products

~ In 1954, Kipg County farmers narketed dairy, poulﬁ:y, general livestock
and products worth a total of §12,01k,7h5. The marketing of wholemilk and

L |

eream by dairy farmers accounted for one=half of these sales, The other one-

haif was made up of eggs, poultry and animals sold alive, Dairymen;ép}q ]

"y

Table 30.- Livestock and Livestock Products Marketed
§ King County, 1954, y
Class of Livestock Quantity Amount Recelved
Products Sold . Harleted { By Farmers:
Dairy Products N ‘ L '
; _ Whole milk-“4+‘-?ff;’“f+”“'1615398;512 Toso- | & 6,579§263
Butterfatmmmmmmmmmorem=n | 58,084 1bsy 30,991 -
A . Total all daivy products’ o % 6,610,254
Poultry and poultry products |~~~ '
ChiOKONS mmem o m—memm e | 1 13623,127 birds | $ 1,235,02 .
EggSemmmmrmmmmmmmmmmmsee | 5,963,002 dozen | 2,L25,726 = -

A1 7. Q1

Turkeys, ducks; geesb;%4-_ ) ' 213,816 . .~
Total all poultry & poultry products $ 3,874,566
Animals sold alive A Co ‘ S

oA Lomm o — e mm = | 7,633 head | $ 1,056,127 -
CalVeBmmunr—mmm = :"O;hl9 head 215,795 b
Hogs and pigs=—————mmmm=n 5,387 head 20L,168
Sheep and lamb§=-—meme=—m- 2,02? head 23,829
Horses and muleS——-—meme= 156 head ' ©19,853 -
Total all animals secld alive $ 1,519,922
Other livestock and livestock C . ; '
DPTOUNCTS SOLAmnommmmmmmm = s = m e 1% 10,003

Total amount received for livestock 0
and livestock produgtmm—--- - ! $12,01h,745

¢ . Soirce: U.S, Census, Agriculture.
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161,398,500 pounds of wholemilk and 58,000 pounds of cream to distributors and
‘processors, They received a total of §6 610,25l in-gross sales, second in the
state o Whatcom County, The amount of $6,579,263 for wholemilk was the largest
single off.farm sales item in King County agriculiure. Most of the milk is
distributed 'in Seéattle and other cities for fluid consumptior, Milk is'mar-
keted under the Federal Milk Order regulating the Puget Scund, Washington, Mlk
_Marketing Aréa, Because of the large population, King County dairymen cannot

‘pupply the entire demand of the immediate area, .[Fluid milk is brought in from

most of the other Paget Sound counties to make up the milk deficit, . Omall milk
processing plantg for ice cream, cottage cheese arid sour cream ere located in
Auburn end Seattle which absorb surpluses and other stocks which are not mar-
‘keted fresh by producers and distributors. ' SRR

Marketing Poultry and Eggs

_____ Ly o e movam & mhd al Ayt e

King County poultrymen sold $3,87h,566 worth of eggs and chickens during
195k, The sale of eggs alone to distribubors, retailers and food processors
grossed $2,425,766, A large cooperative, the Washington Cowop Farmers Associ-
ation, with a plant at Auburn handles a large share of the eggs and dressed
poultry which are marketed. The major outlet is the wholesals market in Seatile
where 18 firms buy eggs from producers and then grade and wholesale them to
retail outlets, A large city market for broilers and other fresh meatb poultry
hag ereated a large industry in the slaughter and preparation of chickens,

turkeys and ducks for wholesalers and retailers, ' Chicken and turkey farms
3 » Ssa gl s ggsed b ds are-liocated

Seattle,

Marketing of Cattle, Hogs and Sheep

Because of the large consuming market in the greater Seattle area there is
a concentfation of meat packing facilities in western King County, King County
farmers do not grow enough animals to £ill the demand and livestock are trans=-
ported fron all over the state and even other states to meat packing plants at
Auburn, Renton and Seattle, There are also. a. large nufber of rural businesses
which sell locker beef and pork, - The meat packing outlets for livestock ine
clude three plants at Renton, two at Auburn, one at Ient, Issaquah and Ernumclave
The Auburn Union Stockyard is a major market place for live animals, South
Seattle is the major concentration where ten meat paclking and processing fac-
tories are located. Livestock are received by truck from-Puget Sound areas and
other animals such as swine and sheep are brought by rail from as far as Montana

and Iowa. .. . .

Marketingﬂgg G?ops

- Aecording to the 195k Census of Agriculture, farmers sold crops valued at
$5,536,000,, This was slightly less than one-third of the total value .of all
products sold off farms, In farm value of crops, King County stood fifteenth
in the state, e - o

Horticultural specialties which include flowers, bulbs, plents, and shatuibe
bery provide the largest source of income from crops. Growers and nurserymen
sold about $2,101,587 worth of these products in 1954, most of which were mar-
keted direetly from farms or murseries to consumers and to florist wholesalers
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or retailers in Seattle, Thére are six nursery and florist wholesale firms in
the Auburn, Renton, Kent arvea, In Seattle, the major market area, there are
eleven frholesale buyers of flowers and four nursery wholesalers,

Vegetables for processing and sale on fresh markets were second in 1mpor-
tance, Sales were $2,085,035 in 195h, In recent years increasing amounts of
vegetables have been sold to canners and freezers who have located plants in
the Green River and Puyallup River Valleys and in Seattle. King County leads
the state in volume of canned green beans.and sauerkraut, Kent is a center of
food freezing; Auburn is a center of vegetable canning, Growers haul a large
volume of fresh vegetables to wholesale markets in the center of Seattle, hut
a congiderable amount is handled through roadside stands in the Green River
Valley, A few growers operate stands in toe Seattle Public Market,

Sour cherries, strawberrles, raSpberrles and other fruits comprise another
important orop werth over a million dollar$ per year, OSour cherries are canned
by processors at Seattle, Kent and Puyallup. Strawberries, blueberries and
raspberries are marketed fresh in Seattle and other Puget Sound cities. 4
smaller volume is so0ld to frozen food industries in Kent, Auburn, Seattle and
Puyaliup, Currants and strawberries on Vasnon ;sxana are near;y all pauked oy
a plant located on the island, #%

Nt

Table 31 ~ Crops Marketed From Xing. Coun'by Farms, 1954,

~marker,1ng Farm Forest Products

o
T Amount, TecoLved
Type of Crop Sold By Farmexs ‘nggegtsg%é _ .
. (DolIars) : rop ' -
Berries, Cherries and :
other fruits - ' &1, 113185 a 17.6 : }
Horticultural Specialties
(bulbs, flowers, plants)i’ 2,h 3,587 . 1 b2,.2
Vege‘bables (green. baans and ) A
other truck vrops)l: -~ .24086,035 36,4
Forest Products (pulpwood N C o
sawlogs, firewood, etca," 18,193 342
Field Orops (hay and small o
. .. graing) - - L 37,28k 80
° Total amount réceived bty -
. .+ farmers for-cash crops- . <‘5' 720, 5 100,0

Source: U,S. Ceﬁsﬁé, Apriculture,

»
R

Fayrm forest. products are more. and more 1mportant to King County farmers
as a source of farm inccme. Though stlll a minor item in total farm product

value, the forest crop is gaining in importance throughout western Washington,
3 g 5 b & LZs

Total sales in 195L were $18L,L93 from 134 farms ranking King County tenth among
the counties of the state and eighth among the counties of western Washington,
Forest products consisted mainly of pulpwood, sawlogs, fence posts, firewgod

and Chrlst‘mbas 'trees. An expnqﬂ-l ng pﬂper inr111Q+1ﬂ\T on Pnan'i' Sound has oreatpd

AaNARANS Wl Vis LDONVIIG s LT
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‘good markets for King County pulpwood at Everett and Tacoma, The big urban
market at Seattle provides a good outlet for Christmas trees, firewcod and .
forest greens from farm woodlebs in the hills of eastern King County, A few’
farmers market fence posts, tree props and small poles to truckers who haul
“them over the Cascades to farme in the Yakima Valley and the Columbia Basin,

Table 32.- Foreat Produc‘bs on. Farms, King County, 195k,

. - oo
™ ™ -

e . x 1 Farms -
Type .of»Px_'oduet o Re_spor’mng ‘ Quantity
..-Firewocd and fuelwood b mmmomasmmmen | 862 6 228 cords
FBnce posts Cltmmsmemcmmumm——anen o | 268 h 989 posts
Sawlogs and veneer 1ogs Cut=---=wmwes | 111~ ' h 263 M bd, ft,
<. PULPWOCH. CUbmmmamammm e e | 25 2 853 cords
. Capoare, bark 3 = S e | e - 12; 000 ibs, -
. Christmas trees # memmesemamemmemenoi | = 18 000 ‘treés
Total value- of firewood, fence posks,
1ogs, 1umber, pulpwood.and other
-+ forest products uuld-——--—--=====-—-_-= _ .131; $l8h5h93

~¥ To Census data on this ltem; fig es reidre.senﬁ estimates
of the Washlngton Grop and Live ock Reporting Service,

,.
o

Agricultuml Income Compared to Other Income Sources

Although King Coun’by is an important agmcul‘tural oounty > net income from
farm operations makes up less than one percent of the ’eotal ‘income received by

g and Scurces of Income 1950-1952. King Goun'by _/

Type and Source Tnooms in Doliavs By Years . Pegcentage 0§ Gourxw
!;n tgousand of dollars __Income ears
of Income , “oR - | 1089 1 1950 ] 19511 1952 _
Agriculture - E/ . 2/ e/ 2/ 2/ 2/
Construction = | § 465 | - 88,L9L 80,551 | 6al| 5e¢T| 545
Goverrmernt 11;? shl 1723369 - 189,971 1 10,6 1lad 11,6
Marufacturing 23? B0 | . 306,066 3213933 17.1| 19,8} 19.7
Service 163,055 177,223 19&,311 1147 | 21eS{ 119
Transportation , .
Communiication .
and Utilities 11l,233 | 1333605 136,743 1 8.2 - 8.6| 8k
Trads 296,303 329,025 303,36L | 21,2 21,3 2L.1
" Miscellaneous - 85,820 87,788 192,762 | - 61| Sl Sel
Ppoperty Inocome | 156 Shly |+ 165,7h2 | .173:553 11.2 10,7 | 1046
" Other Income .100,225 | - 85,927 | _- 88,882 1 7.8, 546 |, .5s5
Totel %1,395,0116 $1,5016,236 | $1,631,075 T60:0 | 0040 | 100.0

_/ John K, Guthrie and Stanley ks Boyle, County Income Payments in Washineton,
19501952, Pullman, Wash, Washington State Collsge, Elle't‘ in No. 26,

2/ less than one-half of 1 percent, therefore.included in misce! 1lanecus,

o ”
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its vesidents. Income from wages, salaries, rents and profits in non-agricule=
tural occupations and industries was more than 100 times that from agricultural
industries in 1952, Total income in the county was about $1,368,635,000 in
1952 while income from agriculture was about $10,000,000, .

Specified Farm Expenditufes’:

o o maen

The costs and expensoes of operatihg a farm reduce the final income a larmer
receives as profits from sales of crops and livestock. In the Census of 195k,
farmers. of King County reported a totel expense of $12,000,000 for machine
hire, labor, feet, gasoline, fertilizer and other matirials, The major expense
was $7,035,000 which 4,282 farms spent for feed grains and hay, X second major
expense was the $3,770,000 which 1,671 farms spent for hired labor, Because of
the large amount of hand labor required in commercial vegetable -farming, King
County led all other western Washington counties in this expense.

Table 3L.- Specified Farm Expenditures in 195L, King County

Type aff tumber of Farms ! Expenditure ‘of | Average

Ixpenditure Reporting A1l Farms Per Farm

M&Chine hirCosesecoosdesssansse . 13571 !d.?’ 222',605 $ lhl,'io

Hired :l-a.bor OOODOOO;OII.O‘DIC.GO 1’,598 - 33771’222 2,359,96

Feed for livestock and poultry L;282 . 7,035,478 1,6L3,03

Gasoline, pétroleun fuel & oil 2’,928 S 601,322 205,37

Commercial fertiliZer.sesoesoo 1,168 3113%h§ 2?2.39

~ Lime and liming materialSce.c. 150 - 23,41 156,10
: : "+ [ITotal expended $171,965,196 -

Seurce: U.S, Census, Agriculture, .

‘Level of Living on King County Farms . . . .. L o

. On the whole, farm pegple have not enjoyed.as high a level of living as
city people, Farm incomes are:lower on the average than urban incomes, Be-
esuse of the isolated location of many farms, such conveniences as electricity,
hot and cold running water and telephones have not been as easily gvailable to
farm families, This is the general situation in American agriculture,

In Washington State and in King County particularly, however, the farm
population compared quite favorably with other pppulation groups in convenicnce
of modern living., The standard of living on King County farms is above average,
The farm family level-of~living index for the United States was 122 in 1950.
With an index of 15L, Washington ranied eleventh among the states,

©
i

The farm family level-of-living index for King County in 1950 was 156,
slightly above the state, but considerably above the national average., Farm
families of King County have more comforts and conveniences such as glectric
washing machines, refrigerators, telephones, inside plumbing and central heating,
The quality of faim housing is better and the isolation less than in most
American counties,
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Table :’35;'-; Indices of Level of Living of

X4ng Courity Farm

Source: Walter L, Slocun and Carol L, Stone, The
. Farm People of Washingbon at Mid-Century,

t

| As ~hﬂzzrbo:fsr and' stétistics'-preaented.in ’ohése peges have shown, King County

agriculture is a record of progre

century those who have chosen to

farming county,

Tts rumerous dairy,

g3 by its industiious people,

In less than a

live on the soil have made it an important

poultry, vegetabls, berry and horticultural

speclalty farms add much to the economic:well~being of the area, - Many part~time

ferms provide a secure and who
farm stands a8 a 1living monum
religious faith of the many an
. the King County countryside,

ent;

legome way of life for industrial workers. ¥ach
40 the spirit ‘of enterprise and progress and
d varied agriculturists ‘choosing their homes in

£

Families, .
' Percentage of total farm famillies with listed
Index Ttems index items .
Vnited Stavcs | Washingb King Counby ——
Farm Family Levelmof-living| . . 122 16l . 153
. Median Ircome per Family | 1,567 . $2,380 $2,765
‘Blectricity ‘ - 78,3% : 92,5% | 9741%
‘ Electric Hot Water Heater C17a4% 119,1% 55 5%
Electric Washing Machine © 58,7% 85 1i% 8942%
" Heme Freeczers : 012418 1k4,5% %
" 'Meeh, Refrigerators - 82,75 77 1% 7{8.275 :
Telephone. & v 38,28 5745% 6L ol
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23.8% 704155 79427%
Central Heating +..18,15% 17.6% 27,07
. Houses with iore than One o '
' Person per Room - C..22,3% 15,7%. 1k.5%
Automobiles : . ,63q0% 7?06% ‘ 7901%
"~ Travel 10 Miles or More P :
_ ‘%o Trading Center Famiva 2045% 725



